How to Use This Template (CardiQ.org Quick Guide)
Use this template when appealing EV-ICD denials.
Best practices:
· Start by proving standard ICD eligibility — do NOT begin with EV-ICD justification.
· Replace all bracketed sections with patient-specific clinical facts.
· Keep the five section headings unchanged to maintain standardized payer language.
· Frame EV-ICD as a risk-reduction strategy, not a novel therapy.
· Use objective language and avoid emotional appeals.

✅ Quick Checklist Before Submitting
· ☐ ICD indication clearly documented
· ☐ Clinical mismatch with standard ICD options explained
· ☐ EV-ICD framed as risk reduction
· ☐ “Experimental / investigational” rebuttal included
· ☐ Strong medical necessity statement present
· ☐ Supporting records attached (ECG, MRI, notes, etc.)

[Physician Letterhead / Institution]
Date:
Insurance Company:
Patient Name:
DOB:
Member ID:
Case / Reference Number:
Re: Appeal for Coverage — Extravenous Implantable Cardioverter-Defibrillator (EV-ICD)

1. Establish Standard ICD Eligibility
This patient meets guideline-supported criteria for ICD therapy based on:
· [Syncope / ventricular arrhythmia documentation]
· [NSVT or sustained VT]
· [Imaging or structural substrate such as MRI fibrosis]
· Additional risk factors: ____________________

2. Define the Clinical Mismatch
Standard ICD options present disproportionate risk:
Transvenous ICD
· Lifetime lead durability risk
· Intravascular complications
· Extraction risk in younger patients
Subcutaneous ICD
· No ATP capability
· Increased risk of avoidable shocks
Patient-specific considerations
· [Low BMI / body habitus]
· [Long life expectancy]
· [Other factors]

3. EV-ICD as a Risk-Reduction Strategy
EV-ICD maintains appropriate ICD therapy while reducing long-term morbidity:
· Avoids intravascular leads
· Preserves ATP
· FDA-approved with peer-reviewed outcomes
· Appropriate for individualized risk profile

4. Rebut “Experimental / Investigational”
This therapy is:
· FDA-approved Class III device
· Supported by pivotal peer-reviewed data
· Published in major cardiovascular journals
· Covered by Medicare
· Within existing ICD reimbursement structure

5. Medical Necessity Statement
The EV-ICD is medically necessary to provide guideline-supported ICD therapy while minimizing anticipated long-term complications associated with standard systems in this patient.
I respectfully request approval.

Physician Signature
Name / Credentials
Institution
Contact Information

