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ATRIAL
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Your health care provider has prescribed a medicine to prevent 
blood clots. The generic name for this medication is warfarin  
and the brand names are Coumadin® and Jantoven®. In this 
information sheet, the name “Coumadin®” will be used because 
that is the name that many patients are most likely to hear. 
Warfarin, Coumadin®, and Jantoven® are the same medication 
and all of the following information applies to warfarin, 
Coumadin®, and Jantoven®.

Reason for Use
Patients that have atrial fibrillation are at an increased risk of 
blood clot formation and often require preventative treatment 
with Coumadin®. Coumadin® is an anticoagulant (an-tih-ko-AG-
you-lent) that is sometimes referred to as a blood thinner. While 
it does not actually thin your blood, it will prevent blood clots 
from forming in the blood vessels. If you already have a blood 
clot, Coumadin® helps to keep the blood clot from getting larger 
and will protect you from forming new clots. 

How to Take
It is very important to follow the instructions for your 
anticoagulant. Coumadin® is a medication that should be taken 
by mouth once daily. You should try to take your Coumadin®  
at the same time every day, preferably in the evening. 

Your health care provider will prescribe the dose of Coumadin® 
that is best for you. Coumadin® tablets are made in several 
strengths and each strength comes in a different color. You 
should NOT rely on the on the color of your tablet to check the 
dose strength. Always check the dosage numbers on the tablet 
or the strength listed on the bottle. If your medicine looks 
different from what you had before or you are in doubt about the 
strength of your Coumadin® tablets, ask your pharmacist. 

While you take Coumadin®, your health care provider will order 
a blood test called PT/INR to see how long it takes your blood  
to clot. The test results show if your dose needs to be adjusted.  
If your dose must be adjusted, your health care provider or 
pharmacist will call you and tell you the new dose to take.

If You Miss a Dose
If you miss a dose of Coumadin®, take the missed dose as soon 
as possible on the same day. Do not take a double dose the next 
day to make up for a missed dose. Call your health care provider 
any time you have missed a dose. 

Side Effects
While taking Coumadin®, you may bruise and bleed more easily. 
Minor bruising and bleeding can be normal. You should contact 
your health care provider or anticoagulation provider if you 
experience any of the following major signs of bleeding:

•• Bleeding of the gums or nose that does not stop within  
a couple of minutes

•• A wound that does not stop bleeding after pressure  
is applied

•• Blood in your urine or stool

•• Stools that are black like tar

•• Vomiting or coughing up blood

•• Bruises that appear for no reason, get larger or more painful, 
or are sudden and severe

If You Are Prescribed Any of These Medications  
While Taking Coumadin®, Please Notify Your Health  
Care Provider

•• Aspirin, ibuprofen, or naproxen

•• Any antibiotic

•• Steroids, like prednisone or methylprednisolone

•• Any over-the-counter medication that you begin taking

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider

•• If you run out of Coumadin®

•• Signs of major bleeding as listed under Side Effects

Blood Clot Prevention: Warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)
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Your health care provider has prescribed a medicine to help 
prevent blood clots or treat already-formed blood clots. The 
generic name for this medication is apixaban and the brand 
name is Eliquis®. In this information sheet, the name Eliquis® will 
be used because that is the name that most patients are likely to 
hear. Apixaban and Eliquis® are the same medication and all of 
the following information applies to both apixaban and Eliquis®.

Reason for Use
Patients that have atrial fibrillation are at an increased risk of 
blood clot formation and often require preventative treatment 
with Eliquis®. Eliquis® is an anticoagulant (an-tih-ko-AG-you-
lent) that is sometimes referred to as a blood thinner. While it 
does not actually thin your blood, it will prevent blood clots from 
forming in the blood vessels. It can also treat blood clots that 
have already formed. 

How to Take
It is very important to follow the instructions for your 
anticoagulant. Eliquis® comes in both 2.5 and 5 mg tablets and  
is typically dosed twice daily. Your health care provider will 
determine which dose is right for you. Eliquis® may also be taken 
without regard to meals. Eliquis® does not require blood testing 
to see how well it is working. 

If You Miss a Dose
If you miss a dose of Eliquis®, take the missed dose as soon as 
possible on the same day. Do not take a double dose the next 
day to make up for a missed dose. Call your health care provider 
any time you have missed a dose. 

Side Effects
While taking Eliquis®, you may bruise and bleed more easily. 
Minor bruising and bleeding can be normal. You should contact 
your health care provider or anticoagulation provider if you 
experience any of the following major signs of bleeding:

•• Bleeding of the gums or nose that does not stop within  
a couple of minutes

•• A wound that does not stop bleeding after pressure  
is applied

•• Blood in your urine or stool

•• Stools that are black like tar

•• Vomiting or coughing up blood

•• Bruises that appear for no reason, get larger or more painful, 
or are sudden and severe

If You Are Prescribed Any of These Medications  
While Taking Eliquis®, Please Notify Your Health  
Care Provider

•• Aspirin, ibuprofen, or naproxen

•• Any over-the-counter medication that you begin taking

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider

•• If you run out of Eliquis®

•• Signs of major bleeding as listed under Side Effects

•• Difficulty breathing or chest pain

•• Pain, swelling, and warmth in your legs or arms

Blood Clot Prevention: Apixaban (Eliquis®)
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Your health care provider has prescribed a medicine to help 
prevent blood clots or treat already-formed blood clots. The 
generic name for this medication is rivaroxaban and the brand 
name is Xarelto®. In this information sheet, the name Xarelto® 
will be used because that is the name that most patients are 
likely to hear. Rivaroxaban and Xarelto® are the same medication 
and all of the following information applies to both rivaroxaban 
and Xarelto®.

Reason for Use
Patients that have atrial fibrillation are at an increased risk of 
blood clot formation and often require preventative treatment 
with Xarelto®. Xarelto® is an anticoagulant (an-tih-ko-AG-you-
lent) that is sometimes referred to as a blood thinner. While it 
does not actually thin your blood, it will prevent blood clots from 
forming in the blood vessels. It can also treat blood clots that 
have already formed. 

How to Take
It is very important to follow the instructions for your 
anticoagulant. Xarelto® comes in 10, 15, and 20 mg tablets and  
is typically dosed once daily, but it can be dosed twice daily.  
Your health care provider will determine which dose is right for 
you. The 10 mg Xarelto® tablet can be taken without regards to 
meals, but if you are taking 15 mg or more, Xarelto® is best taken 
with meals. Xarelto® does not require blood testing to see how 
well it is working. 

If You Miss a Dose
If you miss a dose of Xarelto®, take the missed dose as soon as 
possible on the same day. Do not take a double dose the next 
day to make up for a missed dose. Call your health care provider 
any time you have missed a dose. 

Side Effects
While taking Xarelto®, you may bruise and bleed more easily. 
Minor bruising and bleeding can be normal. You should contact 
your health care provider or anticoagulation provider if you 
experience any of the following major signs of bleeding:

•• Bleeding of the gums or nose that does not stop within  
a couple of minutes

•• A wound that does not stop bleeding after pressure  
is applied

•• Blood in your urine or stool

•• Stools that are black like tar

•• Vomiting or coughing up blood

•• Bruises that appear for no reason, get larger or more painful, 
or are sudden and severe

If You Are Prescribed Any of These Medications  
While Taking Xarelto®, Please Notify Your Health  
Care Provider

•• Aspirin, ibuprofen, or naproxen

•• Any over-the-counter medication that you begin taking

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider

•• If you run out of Xarelto®

•• Signs of major bleeding as listed under Side Effects

•• Difficulty breathing or chest pain

•• Pain, swelling, and warmth in your legs or arms

Blood Clot Prevention: Rivaroxaban (Xarelto®)
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Your health care provider has prescribed a medicine to help 
prevent blood clots or treat already-formed blood clots. The 
generic name for this medication is dabigatran and the brand 
name is Pradaxa®. In this information sheet, the name Pradaxa® 
will be used because that is the name that most patients are 
likely to hear. Dabigatran and Pradaxa® are the same medication 
and all of the following information applies to both dabigatran 
and Pradaxa®.

Reason for Use
Patients that have atrial fibrillation are at an increased risk of 
blood clot formation and often require preventative treatment 
with Pradaxa®. Pradaxa® is an anticoagulant (an-tih-ko-AG-you-
lent) that is sometimes referred to as a blood thinner. While it 
does not actually thin your blood, it will prevent blood clots from 
forming in the blood vessels. It can also treat blood clots that 
have already formed. 

How to Take
It is very important to follow the instructions for your 
anticoagulant. Pradaxa® comes in both 75 and 150 mg capsules 
and is typically dosed twice daily. Your health care provider will 
determine which dose is right for you. Pradaxa® may also be 
taken without regard to meals. Pradaxa® does not require blood 
testing to see how well it is working. 

If You Miss a Dose
If you miss a dose of Pradaxa® and it is more than six hours until 
your next daily dose of Pradaxa®, then you may take the missed 
dose. If it is less than six hours until your next Pradaxa® dose,  
then skip the dose and continue taking your normal regimen. 
You should NEVER take two doses of Pradaxa® at the same time. 

Side Effects
While taking Pradaxa®, you may bruise and bleed more easily. 
Minor bruising and bleeding can be normal. You should contact 
your health care provider or anticoagulation provider if you 
experience any of the following major signs of bleeding:

•• Bleeding of the gums or nose that does not stop within  
a couple of minutes

•• A wound that does not stop bleeding after pressure  
is applied

•• Blood in your urine or stool

•• Stools that are black like tar

•• Vomiting or coughing up blood

•• Bruises that appear for no reason, get larger or more painful, 
or are sudden and severe

If You Are Prescribed Any of These Medications  
While Taking Pradaxa®, Please Notify Your Health  
Care provider

•• Aspirin, ibuprofen, or naproxen

•• Any over-the-counter medication that you begin taking

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider

•• If you run out of Pradaxa®

•• Signs of major bleeding as listed under Side Effects

•• Difficulty breathing or chest pain

•• Pain, swelling, and warmth in your legs or arms

Blood Clot Prevention: Dabigatran (Pradaxa®)
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Your health care provider has prescribed a medicine to help 
prevent blood clots or treat already-formed blood clots. The 
generic name for this medication is edoxaban and the brand 
name is Savaysa®. In this information sheet, the name Savaysa® 
will be used because that is the name that most patients are 
likely to hear. Edoxaban and Savaysa® are the same medication 
and all the of the following information applies to both edoxaban 
and Savaysa®.

Reason for Use
Patients that have atrial fibrillation are at an increased risk of 
blood clot formation and often require preventative treatment 
with Savaysa®. Savaysa® is an anticoagulant that is sometimes 
referred to as a blood thinner. This medication prevents blood 
clots from forming in the blood vessels. It can also treat blood 
clots that have already formed.  

How to Take
It is very important to follow the instructions for your 
anticoagulant. Savaysa® comes in 15 mg, 30 mg, and 60 mg 
tablets and is dosed once daily. Your health care provider will 
determine which dose is right for you. Savaysa® may be taken 
with or without food. Savaysa® does not require blood testing to 
see how well it is working.  

If You Miss a Dose
If you miss a dose of Savaysa®, take the missed dose as soon  
as you remember. You should not miss ANY doses of this 
medication. You should NEVER take two doses of Savaysa®  
at the same time.  

Side Effects
While taking Savaysa® you may bruise and bleed more easily. 
Minor bruising and bleeding can be normal. You should contact 
your health care provider if you experience any of the following 
major signs of bleeding:

•• Bleeding of the gums or nose that does not stop within  
a couple of minutes

•• A wound that does not stop bleeding after pressure  
is applied

•• Blood in your urine or stool

•• Stools that are black like tar

•• Vomiting or coughing up blood

•• Bruises that appear for no reason, get larger or more painful, 
or are sudden and severe

If You Are Prescribed Any of These Medications While 
Taking Savaysa® Please Notify Your Health Care Provider: 

•• Aspirin, ibuprofen, or naproxen

•• Any over-the-counter medication that you begin taking

Contact Your Health Care Provider or Seek Immediate 
Medical Attention if You Experience:

•• Signs of a stroke: sudden numbness or weakness in your 
face, arm, or leg on side of your bod; blurred eyesight; 
slurred speech; trouble thinking or understanding; and  
trouble with walking or coordination

•• Severe headache

•• Difficulty breathing or chest pain

•• Pain, swelling, and warmth in your legs or arms

•• Signs of major bleeding as listed under Side Effects

Blood Clot Prevention: Edoxaban (Savaysa®)
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Reason for Use
Patients that have atrial fibrillation are at an increased risk  
of blood clot formation and sometimes require preventative 
treatment with aspirin. There are also a number of other  
reasons that your health care provider may want you to take 
aspirin. It is important to make sure you understand why you  
are currently taking this medicine.

How to Take
Aspirin is most often taken once daily. It does not matter what 
time of the day that you take aspirin as long as you take it at the 
same time each day. Aspirin may be taken with or without 
meals. Make sure that you do not crush the tablet. Aspirin 
should be taken with a full glass of water and a meal because  
it may upset your stomach.

If You Miss a Dose
If you miss a dose of aspirin, take the missed dose as soon as 
possible on the same day. If it is close to the time for your next 
dose, skip the missed dose and go back to your normal time. 
NEVER take two doses of aspirin at the same time to make up 
for a missed dose. 

Side Effects
While taking aspirin, you may bruise and bleed more easily. 
Minor bruising and bleeding can be normal. You should contact 
your health care provider or anticoagulation provider if you 
experience any of the following major signs of bleeding:

•• Bleeding of the gums or nose that does not stop within  
a couple of minutes

•• A wound that does not stop bleeding after pressure  
is applied

•• Blood in your urine or stool

•• Stools that are black like tar

•• Vomiting or coughing up blood

•• Bruises that appear for no reason, get larger or more painful, 
or are sudden and severe

If You Are Prescribed Any of These Medications  
While Taking Aspirin, Please Notify Your Health  
Care Provider

•• If you begin taking any over-the-counter pain relievers like 
ibuprofen or naproxen

•• Any over-the-counter medication or herbal product that  
you begin taking

•• Any anticoagulants such as Coumadin®, Xarelto®, Eliquis®, 
or Pradaxa®

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider

•• If you run out of aspirin and are unable to obtain more

•• Signs of major bleeding as listed under Side Effects

•• If you experience chest pain or pressure

•• Difficulty breathing

•• If you develop a new rash or hives

•• If you are having severe stomach pain

Blood Clot Prevention: Aspirin
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Reason for Use
This medication slows your heart rate while in atrial fibrillation.

How to Take
Digoxin is prescribed in 0.125 mg and 0.25 mg tablets. Your 
health care provider will determine your dose. You will take 
digoxin once a day. Do not start, stop, or change the dosage of 
this medication before checking with  your health care provider.

If You Miss a Dose
Take the missed dose as soon as you think about it. If it is close 
to the time of your next dose, skip the missed dose and resume 
your normal dosing time. Do not take two doses together or 
extra doses. 

Side effects
Common side effects that can occur while taking this  
medication include:

•• Headache

•• Dizziness

•• Nausea and vomiting

Drug Interactions
Please check with your health care provider to confirm there is 
not an interaction with digoxin before you begin taking any 
newly prescribed medications or over-the-counter products 
including herbal supplements. 

Warnings
This medication is Pregnancy Category C—please call your 
health care provider if you are or plan to become pregnant. 

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider
Call your health care provider right away if you develop:

•• Signs of an allergic reaction, including: rash; hives;  
wheezing; tightness in the chest or throat; trouble breathing; 
or swelling in the face, lips, tongue, or mouth

•• Severe dizziness, lightheadedness, or passing out

•• Severe nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea

•• Change in appetite or weight loss

•• Confusion, hallucinations, or mood changes

•• Vision changes (such as yellow/green halos)

Call your health care provider before you run out of this 
medication for refills.

Rate Control: Digitalis or Digoxin
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Reason for Use
This medication slows your heart rate while in atrial fibrillation.

How to Take 
Your health care provider will determine your dose. You are 
usually started on a low dose and this is increased as needed. 
Verapamil is prescribed as immediate release tablets and 
extended release tablets. If you are prescribed immediate 
release tablets, you will take this medication three to four times 
per day. If you are prescribed extended release tablets, you will 
take this medication once a day. Do not start, stop, or change  
the dosage of this medication before checking with your health 
care provider.

If You Miss a Dose
Take the missed dose as soon as you think about it. If it is close 
to the time of your next dose, skip the missed dose and resume 
your normal dosing time. Do not take two doses together or 
extra doses. 

Side Effects
Common side effects that can occur while taking this  
medication include:

•• Headache

•• Dizziness

•• Fatigue

•• Constipation

Drug Interactions
Please check with your health care provider to confirm there is 
not an interaction with verapamil before you begin taking any 
newly prescribed medications or over-the-counter products 
including herbal supplements. This is especially important if you 
have been prescribed dofetilide (Tikosyn®).

Warnings 
This medication is Pregnancy Category C—please call your 
health care provider if you are or plan to become pregnant. 

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider
Call your health care provider right away if you develop:

•• Signs of an allergic reaction, including: rash; hives;  
wheezing; tightness in the chest or throat; trouble breathing; 
or swelling in the face, lips, tongue, or mouth

•• Severe dizziness, lightheadedness, or passing out

•• Shortness of breath

•• Very slow heart rate

Call your health care provider before you run out of this 
medication for refills.

Rate Control: Verapamil



HVI5057525 LGH/AK 0917     © 2017 UPMC

U P M C  C E N T E R  F O R

ATRIAL
FIBRILLATION

Reason for Use 
This medication slows your heart rate while in atrial fibrillation.

How to Take
Your health care provider will determine your dose. You are 
usually started on a low dose and this is increased as needed. 
Diltiazem is typically prescribed in an extended release form and 
is taken once a day. Do not start, stop, or change the dosage of 
this medication before checking with  your health care provider.

If You Miss a Dose
Take the missed dose as soon as you think about it. If it is close 
to the time of your next dose, skip the missed dose and resume 
your normal dosing time. Do not take two doses together or 
extra doses. 

Side Effects
Common side effects that can occur while taking this  
medication include:

•• Lower extremity swelling

•• Headache

•• Dizziness

•• Flushing

•• Fatigue

Drug Interactions
Please check with your health care provider to confirm there is 
not an interaction with diltiazem before you begin taking any 
newly prescribed medications or over-the-counter products 
including herbal supplements.

Warnings
This medication is Pregnancy Category C—please call your 
health care provider if you are or plan to become pregnant. 

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider
Call your health care provider right away if you develop:

•• Signs of an allergic reaction, including: rash; hives;  
wheezing; tightness in the chest or throat; trouble breathing; 
or swelling in the face, lips, tongue, or mouth

•• Severe dizziness, lightheadedness, or passing out

•• Shortness of breath

•• Very slow heart rate

Call your health care provider before you run out of this 
medication for refills.

Rate Control: Diltiazem (Cardizem®)
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Reason for Use
This medication slows your heart rate while in atrial fibrillation.

How to Take
Your health care provider will determine your dose. You are 
usually started on a low dose and this is increased as needed. 
Metoprolol is taken either once or twice a day. Do not start, stop, 
or change the dosage of this medication before checking with  
your health care provider.

If You Miss a Dose
Take the missed dose as soon as you think about it. If it is close 
to the time of your next dose, skip the missed dose and resume 
your normal dosing time. Do not take two doses together or 
extra doses. 

Side Effects
Common side effects that can occur while taking this  
medication include:

•• Fatigue

•• Dizziness

•• Headache

•• Diarrhea

•• Nausea

Drug Interactions
Please check with your health care provider to confirm there is 
not an interaction with metoprolol before you begin taking any 
newly prescribed medications or over-the-counter products 
including herbal supplements.

Warnings 
This medication is Pregnancy Category C—please call your 
health care provider if you are or plan to become pregnant. 

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider
Call your health care provider right away if you develop:

•• Signs of an allergic reaction, including: rash; hives;  
wheezing; tightness in the chest or throat; trouble breathing; 
or swelling in the face, lips, tongue, or mouth

•• Severe dizziness, lightheadedness, or passing out

•• Shortness of breath

•• Very slow heart rate

•• Depression

Call your health care provider before you run out of this 
medication for refills.

Rate Control: Metoprolol (Lopressor® or Toprol-XL®)
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Reason for Use
This medication slows your heart rate while in atrial fibrillation.

How to Take
This medication is dispensed in 25 mg, 50 mg, and 100 mg 
tablets. You are usually started on a low dose and this will be 
increased as needed. Your health care provider will determine 
your dose. Atenolol is taken once a day. Do not start, stop, or 
change the dosage of this medication before checking with  
 your health care provider.

If You Miss a Dose
Take the missed dose as soon as you think about it. If it is close 
to the time of your next dose, skip the missed dose and resume 
your normal dosing time. Do not take two doses together or 
extra doses. 

Side Effects
Common side effects that can occur while taking this  
medication include:

•• Fatigue

•• Dizziness

•• Headache

•• Nausea

Drug Interactions
Please check with your health care provider to confirm there is 
not an interaction with atenolol before you begin taking any 
newly prescribed medications or over-the-counter products 
including herbal supplements.

Warnings 
This medication is Pregnancy Category D—please call your 
health care provider if you are or plan to become pregnant. 

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider
Call your health care provider right away if you develop:

•• Signs of an allergic reaction, including: rash; hives;  
wheezing; tightness in the chest or throat; trouble breathing; 
or swelling in the face, lips, tongue, or mouth

•• Severe dizziness, lightheadedness, or passing out

•• Shortness of breath

•• Very slow heart rate

•• Depression

Call your health care provider before you run out of this 
medication for refills.

Rate Control: Atenolol (Tenormin®)
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Reason for Use
This medication works in atrial fibrillation (afib) by correcting 
the rhythm of your heart so that it beats regularly, and prevents 
it from happening again. 

How to Take
This medication is dispensed in 80 mg, 120 mg, and 160 mg 
tablets and is usually taken every 12 hours. Follow what your 
health care provider prescribes. This medication can be taken 
with or without food. Take the same way every day.

This medication must be started in the hospital while monitored 
for at least three days.

If You Miss a Dose
If you miss a dose, take it as soon as you remember. If it is 
almost time for your next dose, skip the missed dose and take 
the next dose at the usual time. Do not double the next dose.

Side Effects
This medication may cause the following side effects: 

•• Shortness of breath

•• Dizziness

•• Slow heartbeat

•• Tiredness

•• Nausea/vomiting

Avoid activities that require focus and coordination  
(for example, driving) until you know how this medication 
affects you. 

Drug Interactions
If you are prescribed any of these medications, please call your 
health care provider: 

•• Any new medication for your heart

•• Medications to treat depression and/or anxiety

•• Antibiotics

•• Medications to treat nausea

•• Take antacids greater than two hours before or after sotalol

Do not start, stop, or change the dosage of any medication 
before checking with your health care provider.

Warnings 
This medication is a Pregnancy Category B—call your health 
care provider if you become pregnant. Although this medication 
is used to help people with irregular heartbeats, it may rarely 
cause a serious new irregular heartbeat.

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider
Call your health care provider if you feel pains in your chest, feel 
like your heart is racing or pounding, or if you feel dizzy or weak. 
Do not switch brands of sotalol without checking with your 
health care provider. 

Call your health care provider before you run out of this 
medication if you need more refills. 

Rhythm Control: Sotalol (Betapace AF®)

HVI414765 CK/AK 2/15
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Reason for Use
This medication works in atrial fibrillation (afib) by correcting 
the rhythm of your heart so that it beats regularly, and prevents 
it from happening again.  

How to Take
This medication is dispensed in 125 mcg, 250 mcg, and 500 
mcg tablets and is usually taken every 12 hours. Follow what 
your health care provider prescribes. It can be taken with or 
without food. Take the same way each day.

This medication must be started for six doses in the hospital 
with close monitoring.

If You Miss a Dose
If you miss a dose, take it as soon as you remember. If it is 
almost time for your next dose, skip the missed dose and take 
the next dose at the usual time. Do not double the next dose.

Side Effects
This medication may cause the following side effects: 

•• Headache

•• Chest pain

•• Dizziness

•• Nausea

•• Difficulty sleeping

Avoid activities that require focus and coordination  
(for example, driving) until you know how this medication 
affects you. 

Drug Interactions
If you are prescribed any of these medications, please call your 
health care provider: 

•• Any new medication for your heart

•• Medications to treat depression and/or anxiety

•• Antibiotics

•• Medications to treat nausea

Do not start, stop, or change the dosage of any medication 
before checking with your health care provider.

Warnings
This medication is a Pregnancy Category C—call your health 
care provider if you become pregnant. Although this medication 
is used to help people with irregular heartbeats, it may rarely 
cause a serious new irregular heartbeat. Avoid grapefruit juice 
when taking this medication.

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider
Call your health care provider if you feel pains in your chest, feel 
like your heart is racing or pounding, or if you feel dizzy or weak. 

Call your health care provider before you run out of this 
medication if you need more refills.

Rhythm Control: Dofetilide (Tikosyn®)



HVI5057525 LGH/AK 0917     © 2017 UPMC

U P M C  C E N T E R  F O R

ATRIAL
FIBRILLATION

Reason for Use
This medication works in atrial fibrillation (afib) by correcting 
the rhythm of your heart so that it beats regularly, and prevents 
it from happening again. 

How to Take
This medication is dispensed in 50 mg, 100 mg, and 150 mg 
tablets and is usually taken every 12 hours, or as directed by  
your health care provider. This medication can be taken with or 
without food. Take this medication at the same time each day. 

If this medication is discontinued, it must be done in  
the hospital.

If You Miss a Dose
If you miss a dose, take it as soon as you remember. If it is 
almost time for your next dose, skip the missed dose and take 
the next dose at the usual time. Do not double the next dose.

Side Effects
This medication may cause the following side effects:

•• Headache

•• Change in vision

•• Dizziness

•• Nausea

•• Tiredness

•• Shortness of breath

Avoid activities that require focus and coordination  
(for example, driving) until you know how this medication 
affects you. 

Drug Interactions:
If you are prescribed any of these medications, please call your 
health care provider: 

•• Any new medication for your heart

•• Medications to treat depression and/or anxiety

•• Antibiotics

•• Medications to treat nausea

Do not start, stop, or change the dosage of any medication 
before checking with your health care provider.

Warnings
This medicationis a Pregnancy Category C—call your health care 
provider if you become pregnant. Although this medication is 
used to help people with irregular heartbeats, it may rarely cause 
a serious new irregular heartbeat.

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider 
Call your health care provider if you feel pains in your chest, feel 
like your heart is racing or pounding, or if you feel dizzy or weak. 

Call your health care provider before you run out of this 
medication if you need more refills.

Rhythm Control: Flecainide (Tambocor®)
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U P M C  C E N T E R  F O R

ATRIAL
FIBRILLATION

Reason for Use
This medication works in atrial fibrillation (afib) by correcting 
the rhythm of your heart so that it beats regularly, and prevents 
it from happening again.  

How to Take
The immediate release (short-acting) form of this medication  
is dispensed in 150 mg and 225 mg tablets and is taken  
every eight hours; the extended release (long-acting) form is 
dispensed in 225 mg, 325 mg, and 425 mg tablets  and is taken 
every 12 hours. Follow what your health care provider prescribes.  
This medication can be taken with or without food.

If You Miss a Dose
If you miss a dose, take it as soon as you remember. If it is 
almost time for your next dose, skip the missed dose and take 
the next dose at the usual time. Do not double the next dose.

Side Effects
This medication may cause the following side effects: 

•• Constipation

•• Nausea

•• Vomiting

•• An unusual taste in your mouth

•• Headaches or dizziness

Avoid activities that require focus and coordination  
(for example, driving) until you know how this medication 
affects you. 

Drug Interactions
If you are prescribed any of these medications, please call your 
health care provider: 

•• Any new medication for your heart

•• Medications to treat depression and/or anxiety

•• Antibiotics

•• Medications to treat nausea

Do not start, stop, or change the dosage of any medication 
before checking with your health care provider.

Warnings
This medication is a Pregnancy Category C—call your health 
care provider if you become pregnant. Although this medication 
is used to help people with irregular heartbeats, it may rarely 
cause a serious new irregular heartbeat. Avoid grapefruit juice 
when taking this medication.

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider
Call your health care provider if you feel pains in your chest, feel 
like your heart is racing or pounding, or if you feel dizzy or weak. 

Call your health care provider before you run out of this 
medication if you need more refills. 

Rhythm Control: Propafenone (Rythmol®)
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U P M C  C E N T E R  F O R

ATRIAL
FIBRILLATION

Reason for Use
This medication works in atrial fibrillation (afib) by correcting 
the rhythm of your heart so that it beats regularly, and prevents 
it from happening again.  

How to Take
This medication is dispensed in 200 mg and 400 mg tablets  
can be taken once or twice a day, as directed by your health care 
provider. This can be taken with or without food. Take the same 
way every day. 

If You Miss a Dose
If you miss a dose, take it as soon as you remember. If it is 
almost time for your next dose, skip the missed dose and take 
the next dose at the usual time. Do not double the next dose.

Side Effects
This medication may cause the following side effects:

•• Decrease in liver function 

•• Difficulty remembering things

•• Sensitivity to light

•• Dizziness

•• Headache

•• Tiredness

•• Involuntary movement

Avoid activities that require focus and coordination  
(for example, driving) until you know how this medication 
affects you. 

Drug Interactions
If you are prescribed any of these medications, please call your 
health care provider: 

•• Any new medication for your heart

•• Medications to treat depression and/or anxiety

•• Antibiotics

•• Medications to treat nausea

Do not start, stop, or change the dosage of any medication 
before checking with your health care provider.

Warnings
This medication is a Pregnancy Category D—call your health 
care provider if you become pregnant. Although this medication 
is used to help people with irregular heartbeats, it may rarely 
cause a serious new irregular heartbeat. Avoid grapefruit juice 
when taking this medication.

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider
Call your health care provider if you feel pains in your chest, feel 
like your heart is racing or pounding, or if you feel dizzy or weak. 

Call your health care provider before you run out of this 
medication if you need more refills. 

Rhythm Control: Amiodarone (Pacerone®, Cordarone®)
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U P M C  C E N T E R  F O R

ATRIAL
FIBRILLATION

Reason for Use
This medication works in atrial fibrillation (afib) by correcting 
the rhythm of your heart so that it beats regularly, and prevents 
it from happening again.  

How to Take
The normal dose of this medication is 400 mg twice a day, or as 
directed by your health care provider. This medication should be 
taken with meals. Take the same way every day.

If You Miss a Dose
If you miss a dose, take it as soon as you remember. If it is 
almost time for your next dose, skip the missed dose and take 
the next dose at the usual time. Do not double the next dose.

Side Effects
This medication may cause the following side effects:

•• Decreased kidney function

•• Diarrhea

•• Nausea

•• Skin rash

Avoid activities that require focus and coordination  
(for example, driving) until you know how this medication 
affects you. 

Drug Interactions
If you are prescribed any of these medications, please call your 
health care provider: 

•• Any new medication for your heart

•• Medications to treat depression and/or anxiety

•• Antibiotics

•• Medications to treat nausea

Do not start, stop, or change the dosage of any medication 
before checking with your health care provider.

Warnings
This medication is a Pregnancy Category X. Use multiple 
methods of birth control while taking this medication. Contact 
your health care provider immediately if you become pregnant. 
Although this medication is used to help people with irregular 
heartbeats, it may rarely cause a serious new irregular heartbeat. 
Do not use if you have a history of heart failure. 

When to Contact Your Health Care Provider
Call your health care provider if you feel pains in your chest, feel 
like your heart is racing or pounding, or if you feel dizzy or weak. 

Call your health care provider before you run out of this 
medication if you need more refills. 

Rhythm Control: Dronedarone (Multaq®)


